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This document has been made to be used as a community resource and is meant to evolve with the 
contributions and experiences of everyone working on open wells. Please write to us with your contributions. 

Please feel free to use, share and disseminate this document. We would appreciate being informed about how 
it has been used. 
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Please write to us at water@biome-solutions.comor find us on Facebook here. 

This document is published under aCC BY-NC-SA 2.5 INlicense.
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What is an open well?

Anopenwell is a lined or 
unlined hole in the ground 
that accesses the 
shallowest groundwater 
available in the local area. 

Open wellstypically get 
water from the 
άǳƴŎƻƴŦƛƴŜŘ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ 
ŀǉǳƛŦŜǊǎέΣ ƛΦŜΦΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ-
bearing soil or rock layers 
at shallow depths, that is 
not under any pressure.



Open wells are perhaps the earliest tool 
invented by mankind to access 
groundwater. 

Once invented, the open well has saved 
humans from the tyranny of rivers as 
humans could move inland away from 
rivers and water sources.

Historically, they have been used primarily 
for irrigation. They have since been used 
to access groundwater for domestic and 
non-domestic purposes. 

hǾŜǊ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǿŜƭƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
played a major role in conservation and 
optimum usage of water during times of 
water-shortage. Apart from their obvious 
practical value, some of them are crafted 
exquisitely enough to be called works of 
art.



How is it embedded in our culture

The open well: embedded in 
our history and culture


