o,

e 5
| A, ST

] P




N LY —
—— e S \
——— N

= uas: ([( b J
e Al =

biome

va(fonwxemh[

This document has been made to be used as a community resource and is meant to evolve with the
contributions and experiences of everyone working on open wells. Please write to us with your contributions.

Please feel free to use, share and disseminate this document. We would appreciate being informed about how
it has been used.

Photos credit: \GrikantaiahAvinashKrishnamurthy, Shubha Ramachandr8haliniSusheeand Biome
Environmental Trust

Please write to us avater@biomesolutions.conor find us on Facebodkere.
This document is published undeC&Z BYCSA 2.5 INicense.



mailto:water@biome-solutions.com
https://www.facebook.com/Rainwater-Club-And-Biome-Environmental-Trust-119756927607/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/in/

AWhat is an open well?

AHistory of the open well

ACultural significance of the open welhow it is embedded in our culture
ADesign and construction of the open well

AUses of the open well

AThe open well in Bangalore

AHow can | build an open well?

AThe Well Diggers of Bangalore

ACase Studies



A, VL g—
o <
= 38 R
— ahns W/
e N

What is an open well? biome

Anopenwellis a lined or
unlined hole in the grounce
that accesses the
shallowest groundwater &%
avallable in the local area

Open wellgypically get
water from the o
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bearing soil or rock layers
at shallow depths, that is
not under any pressure.
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Open wells are perhaps the earliest tool
Invented by mankind to access
groundwater.

Once invented, the open well has saved
humans from the tyranny of rivers as
humans could move inland away from
rivers and water sources.

Historically, they have been used primarily
for irrigation. They have since been used
to access groundwater for domestic and
non-domestic purposes.
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played a major role in conservation and
optimum usage of water during times of
water-shortage. Apart from their obvious
practical value, some of them are crafted
extqmsnely enough to be called works of
art.
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